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I. single individual to this class of 

complaints, I would account them 

SEVERAL CASES OF SPINAL not written in vain. I propose 
IRRITATION. 


By Daviv Wark, Surgeon, Dunlop. 


Tue subject of spinal irritation has 
of late attracted considerable at- 
tention, but so far as I have had an 
opportunity of judging of the opin- 
ions of practitioners, and from the 
paucity of writings on the subject, 
its occurrence would appear to be 
considered by the greater part of 
the profession as but rare, avd the 
violence of its symptoms by no 
means extreme. During the short 
term of little more than four years’ 
practice, I have been led to a very 
different conclusion ; with me it has 
occurred very often, and more than 
once with a violence to threaten 
dissolution. I am fully satisfied 
that were patients subjected to the 
proper mode of examination, there 
would be no lack of cases of spinal 
irritation. The disease being seat- 
ed in one part, and the symptoms 
appearing in another, is probably 
the reason why it is so often over- 
looked, and of course maltreated. 
T am well aware that in the follow- 
ing cases there is nothing but what 
has been ably illustrated by Dr. 
Thomas Brown, and also by other 
writers. So impressed am TJ, 
however, with the importance of 
the subject, that were the perusal 
of them to arouse the attention of a 
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merely to select a considerable list 
of cases, all of which occurred in 
females excepting the first. 


Case I.—3d April, 1826. J. 


H. Weaver, aged 49, of shattered 


constitution. Complains of dull 
pain at breast, with incessant cough, 
almost preventing sleep, copious 
muco-puralent expectoration, dysp- 
noea, palpitation of heart, headach, 
and profuse nocturnal sweats ; pulse 
95, bowels confined. Has been 
ill four months, and treated with 
blisters to the breast, and cough 
mixtures, without benefit. Dorsal 
vertebra, about 6th, 7th, and 8th, 
are painful on pressure; pain 
stretching forward to breast, so 
acutely as to cause him to cry out. 
He had his bowels freely opened 
with purgative medicine, was con- 
fined to the horizontal position, and 
a blister was applied over pained 


part. 

8th April. Blister, after several 
applications, discharges freely, but 
has produced a good deal of febrile 
excitement, which is subsiding. 

12th. Blistered surfaces healed, 
and all the symptoms mitigated ; 
pain in spine confined to one spot. 
The blister repeated and kept open 
about eight days, restored him to 
his usual good health. 

This patient had been given up 
for consumption, and certainly he 
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bore some marks of phthisis. It 
appeared, however, to be merely 
chronic bronchitis, combined with 
spinal irritation. 

Case If.—22d June, 1828. H. 
B. aged 21, a woman of stout habit, 
has been subject to cough for seve- 
ral years ; for eight or nine months 
has complained of pain in right 
side of chest, nearly constant, in- 
creased on inspiration, and cough- 
ing; weight and oppression at 
breast, difficulty of breathing, dry 
convulsive cough, occasional head- 
ach, and dulness of spirits. Pulse 
90, full, tongue moist, bowels natu- 
ral, catamenia regular. Was bled 
to 12 ounces, and had a small Dlis- 
ter applied to the breast with very 
little relief. 

3d July. Symptoms worse. ‘The 
3d, 4th, and 5th dorsal vertebrae 
are tender on pressure, particularly 
on right side, pain stretching acutely 
forward along the course of the in- 
tercostal nerves, to pained part in- 
side of chest, causing dreadful con- 
vulsive coughing. 

The horizontal position was 
strictly enjoined, and 12 leeches 
ordered to pained part of spine, 
which gave immediate relief ; this 
was followed by a small blister, kept 
open for a few days. 

10th July. Expresses herself 
greatly relieved, cough and other 
symptoms nearly gone—and three 
leeches more completed the cure. 
About a year and a half afterwards, 
this girl being attacked with small- 

ox, the same symptoms recurred, 
ut subsided with the fever. 

Case III.—5th June, 1829. 
Mrs. A. aged 33, mother of six 
children, of delicate constitution, 
complains of intense pain of right 
side of head, which appears a little 
swollen, dry cough, pain and op- 
pression at breast, little increased 
on deep inspiration ; respiration 
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hurried and laborious, pain and 
numbness about shoulders, stretching 
down arms, palpitation of heart, 
great debility, is fatigued on the 
slightest exertion, or even speaking, 
pulse 112, weak and irritable, bow- 
els costive. Upper dorsal and 
lower cervical vertebre are painful 
on pressure, most severe about 3d 
and 4th dorsal ; pressure aggravat- 
ing symptoms. Had a child about 
three months ago, and did not re- 
cover well ; three weeks afterwards 
was affected with violent pain at 
breast, for which she was three times 
bled, and as often blistered, with 
but partial relief. Has consulted 
three medical men, who uniformly 
recommended blistering the breast. 
Is much reduced in body, and con- 
sidered by herself and friends to be 
consumptive. Three days previous 
to seeing her, she had come fifty 
miles by land and water for the be- 
nefit of sea air, and had caught a 
cold on her passage, to which she 
attributes the aggravation of her 
complaints. Day before this, had 
of her own accord applied 12 
leeches to side of head without be- 
nefit. She had two blue pills at 
bedtime, followed in the morning 
by a full dose of salts and senna, 
which procured copious evacuations 
with abatement of headach and fe- 
brile symptoms. Was ordered 12 
leeches to upper part of dorsal ver- 
tebre, to be followed by a blister. 
As she lived a considerable distance 
from me, it was ten days before I 
again saw her. She was now so 
much better, that she was able to 
walk about, without fatigue ; appe- 
lite and strength improving every 
day. Is still suckling her child ; 
says she has not enjoyed such health 
since delivery, and describes her 
feelings after leeching as if some- 
thing were awanting about her 
breast; blistered surface has dis- 
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charged well, but is now healed. 
Pain in spine confined to between 
3d and 4th dorsal vertebra, and 
much easier. Nine leeches and a 
small blister about the size of a 
crown-piece, kept open about eight 
days, removed her whole train ol 
symptoms. I saw her about four 
months afterwards with slight return 
of same complaint, which was easi- 
ly cured by the same treatment. 
In this case the horizontal position 
was only enjoined a few days at first. 
In some cases the horizontal posi- 
tion is a sine qua non in the treat- 
ment ; in others it is by no means 
essential. 

Case IV.—28th August, 1829. 
I was called to Miss B. aged 20, of 
delicate habit, who said that she 
was ashamed to see me, as she 
could not tell what she had to com- 
plain of, only she felt weak, and 
her appetite was gone. Pulse 80, 
feeble, tongue moist, bowels natural, 
catamenia regular; stoops much, 
body reduced to a skeleton, so dull 
in spirits that she can scarcely be 
roused to the least exertion. On 
strict interrogation, admits having a 
slight feeling of weakness or weari- 
ness at breast. Upper dorsal ver- 
tebre are tender on pressure, most 
about the fourth on left side ; right 
quite free from pain, pressure ag- 
gravating symptoms at breast. 
About six weeks ago, after assisting 
the maids a short time at washing, 
her hands and forearms became co- 
vered with a florid eruption, which 
soon disappeared, and was succeed- 
ed by a slight cough and uneasiness 
about chest, which have since gra- 
dually worn away. Was treated 
with a solution of tart. antim., bark, 
and other tonics, but without effect. 
Six leeches were ordered to pained 
part of spine, which produced im- 
mediate relief. She was now sen- 
sible she had been laboring under 
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more oppression at breast than she 
had been aware of. A small:blister 
produced such constitutional de- 
rangement, and aggravated the 
symptoms so’ much, that I did not 
think of reapplying it. A* few 
leeches were applied every second 
day fora while, making in all 31, 
which along with the horizontal po- 
sition, greater part of the day, ef- 
fected complete recovery. During 
the application of the leeches she 
uniformly felt herself getting better, 
symptoms returning a little before 
next application, which gradually 
wore off towards the end. In 
less than four weeks her health and 
strength were completely restored. 

Case V.—M. C. aged 23. In 
summer, 1826, I attended this girl 
in fever. She was advanced in the 
disease, and had been neglected 
before I saw her 3 was treated with 
local bleeding, blistering, emetics, 
purgatives, &c. as symptoms indi- 
cated. Her recovery was slow, 
and accompanied with a host of 
nervous and hysterical symptoms, 
which have continued more or less 
ever since. About two years ago 
the abdomen getting enormously 
distended, and communicating a 
doughy feel to the fingers, there 
was little reason to doubt that her 
bowels were loaded with feculent 
matter. A course of purgative 
medicine was ordered, which brought 
away a prodigious quantity of dark 
pitchy-looking faces, mixed with 
mucus and slimy matter. The 
belly, however, continued nearly of 
the same size, but a little softer ; 
the stools were less in quantity, but 
much the same in appearance. Her 
strength getting exhausted, and her 
faith baving failed her, I was oblig- 
ed to abaudon the practice. About 
six months after this she complained 
of pain in right hypochondriac §re- 
gion, aggravated on pressure, with 
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frequent attacks of bilious vomiting; 
upon questioning her she admitted 
having pain about shoulders, par- 
ticularly on right side. Several 
medical gentlemen saw her, and 
she was more than once blistered 
over the region of the liver, and 
salivated with mercury, to no pur- 

ose. 

On the 18th Dec. 1829, I was 
again called to see her. She had 
been getting worse for some months, 
and is now confined to bed. Com- 
plains of pain and giddiness of head, 
pain and numbness about shoulders 
and arms, particularly right arm, 
dull pain over region of liver and 
abdomen, most acute about caput 
coli, occasionally stretching down 
thighs. Is much harassed with 
vomiting of acrid bile, eyes weak, 
speech has been hesitating for some 
months, is worse of late, stops often 
in the middle of words, abdomen 
reduced to natural size and feel, 
bowels open. Pulse 80, weak, 
menses have made their appearance 
all along, but a little irregularly. 
Says she is pretty easy while lying 
in the horizontal position, but all 
her symptoms are aggravated on 
getting up ; gets so faintish in the 
erect position, that she is soon 
obliged to lie down. These symp- 
toms led me to suspect the spine 
to be in fault. It was accordingly 
examined, and found tender through- 
out its whole extent ; but particu- 
larly the cervical, lower dorsal, and 
middle of lumbar vertebre. Pres- 
sure or the application of a sponge 
dipped in hot water, on the lumbar 
vertebra, gave pain, aggravating 
pain in abdomen, and particularly 
at caput coli, pain shooting down 
thighs along the course of crural 
nerves. Qn pressing the inferior 
dorsal, pain stretches forward to 
right hypochondriac region, which 
she describes as distinctly the pain 
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she has so long felt there ; pressure 
on the inferior cervical produced a 
feeling of pain and numbness about 
shoulders, stretching down right 
arm, Which has not had_ proper 
feeling for some months. But the 
most remarkable symptom of all, is 
in the upper cervical ; slight pres- 
sure there increases the shooting 
pains over the head, and causes a 
feeling of constriction about the 
throat, increasing the impediment 
in speech, and causing difficulty of 
respiration. When the pressure is 
increased the pain becomes intoler- 
able, the function of voice ceases, 
and the respiration is as completely 
stopped as if she were suspended 
by a rope round the neck. What- 
ever part of the spine was pressed 
on, pain was felt shooting along the 
course of the nerves, but most se- 
vere on the right side. The upper 
cervical and inferior dorsal were the 
two points most severely affected, 
and from which I judged it not un- 
likely the pain might spread along 
the spine : these I resolved first to 
attack. Six leeches were applied 
to upper cervical, and same number 
to lower dorsal vertebre. These 
were repeated with relief, and two 
small blisters were afterwards ap- 
plied. In five days, when I again 
visited her, I found that the leeches 
had bled very freely and had pro- 
duced considerable debility, her 
face was pale and blanched, and 
she could with difficulty turn in bed. 
The blistered surfaces discharged 
for about a fortnight. It was a 
month before she gathered much 
strength ; these symptoms, how- 
ever, were mitigated and she spoke 
more freely. By the beginning of 
April she was able to be out of bed 
the greater part of the day, spoke 
without hesitation, and was nearly 
free from former symptoms, but 
dorsal vertebra, between 9th and 
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10th, were still a little tender. By 
the middle of June she could take 
exercise out of doors, had a good 
appetite ; and the spine was sound 
except between 9th and 10 dorsal 
vertebre, where there still was 
tenderness on pressure, shooting 
through to right side, in which she 
still felt some uneasiness. Consi- 
dered herself in better health than 
at any time since attack of fever. 
The horizontal position may have 
been a good adjunct here, but that 
it was essential to the cure does not 
appear, as she was obliged to keep 
it most of the time for near six 
weeks before the treatment com- 
menced, notwithstanding which she 
became every day worse. That 
the origin of the nervous system 
was in fault since fever, I doubt 
not, and that timely detection and 
timely treatment might have saved 
her from nearly four years’ suffering 
and misery, and preserved her con- 
stitution from a shock from which 
it can never fairly rally, I as little 
doubt. The pain in side and 
shoulders, and vomiting of acrid 
bile, were certainly symptoms of 
inflammation of the liver, but it is 
plain it was merely suffering in 
function, from disease of its nerves, 
as the heart and stomach are often 
known to do from the same cause. 
Case VI.—A few weeks ago I 
was called to see a young woman 
21 years of age, whose prominent 
symptom was vomiting of every- 
thing she tock. She had pain in 
right hypochondriac region, in- 
creased on pressure, and pains 
about shoulders, shooting down 
right arm, which she describes as 
stitches. Had a child in the 16th 
year of her age, from which she 
dates the commencement of pain 
in side ; pain in shoulders more re- 
cent, dyspepsia of some years’ 
standing, but vomiting has only been 
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distressing of late. Has been often 
bled and blistered for pain in side 
(supposed to be hepatitis,) and 
sometimes with partial relief. Had 
consulted a medical practitioner a 
few days ago, who ordered a large 
blister to be applied over region of 
liver. Ninth and 10th dorsal, and 
Ath, 5th, and 6th cervical vertebre, 
are painful on pressure, the pain 
stretching to pained part in side and 
shoulders. Nine leeches were im- 
mediately applied to 9th and 10th 
dorsal vertebra, and in a few days 
same number to inferior cervical. 
Eight days after this, she came a 
distance of about four miles, to 
show me how much improved she 
was. Vomiting gone, pain in 
shoulders and side much _ better, 
lies in bed most easily on right side, 
which she has not been able to do 
since she had the child; pained 
parts in spine still a little tender. 
Leeches ordered to be reapplied. 
I saw her about a week ago, stout 
in body and looking well. Says 
that she enjoys excellent health, to 
which she has been a stranger for 
more than five years. The hori- 
zontal position was not observed in 
this case. 

I have only met with one case 
of this kind, which defied remedial 
measures ; the prominent symptom 
was tickling cough ; time, however, 
effected the cure. Several cases 
have been relieved, although the 
could not be said to be oak 
This disease sometimes accompa- 
nies consumption, yet in one case 
I had strong reasons to believe that 
it roused up fatal tubercular phthisis. 

That this class of complaints is 
seldom seen, except in the debili- 
tated walks of life, appears to be 
unfounded. Anything here, in place 
of a town, scarcely deserves the 
name of a village. My practice is 
entirely in the country, in a place, 
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too, famous for the salubrity of its 
air, and the bealthiness of its inha- 
bitants ; yet in such a place spinal 
irritation holds no inconsiderable 
rank in the catalogue of human ca- 
lamities. 

As a stimulus to the younger 
candidate for medical eminence, I 
may be allowed to mention, that in 
the diagnosis and treatment of no 
other disease have I gained so much 
credit and confidence in families. I 
have cured several who have long 
been considered to be falling victims 
to consumption, the gaunt and un- 
relenting destroyer of mankind. 
Restored to the arms of their fami- 
lies and friends from a long period 
of hopeless sufferings, they often 
know not in what terms to express 
their gratitude. 

Glasgow Medical Journal. 


II. 


A CASE OF BRONCHOCELE, CURED 
BY THE SETON. 


By Jonn Winpsor, F.L.S., Surgeon 
to the Manchester Eye Institution, 


&c. 


BRONCHOCELE, when small, is not 
attended with much annoyance ; 
but as it attains a larger size it be- 
comes a deformity, particularly in 
the female neck ; it often produces 
inconvenience by its pressure on 
the surrounding parts, especially the 
Trachea and Gisophogus, and in- 
stances are recorded of its proving 
fatal. In the catalogue of J. 
Brookes’s valuable and extensive 
Museum, there are two or three 
specimens mentioned of this disease, 
which are said to have been pro- 
ductive of fatal consequences. The 
subject of the following case, was 
on some occasions in imminent 
danger of this catastrophe. 

he tumor appears to be by no 
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means uniform in composition, but, 
in different cases, to consist of a 
variety of textures. I have seen 
the gland as it were simply enlarged 
or hypertrophied, its two lobes and 
their conjoining isthmus being in- 
creased equally in size, and when 
opened displaying a pellucid granu- 
lar structure, with a few small ves- 
sels ramifying through it. In some 
of these instances it has formed a 
large mass closely investing the 
Trachea and Larynx, and throwing 
backwards and outwards the com- 
mon carotids, to the tying of which, 
it would have proved a considerable 
obstacle. I have seen it also as- 
sume a cellular structure ; the cells 
being filled with a tenacious viscid 
fluid of a light or pale color. In 
the following case, the tumor seem- 
ed to be produced chiefly by an ac- 
cumulation of a dark brown fluid, 
which flowed out abundanily when 
the structure was opened. 

It becomes an interesting object 
to adopt some other more efficacious 
treatment, when the complaint is 
not only productive of great defor- 
mity, but of serious disturbance of 
the health. I flatter myself that 
the following case will satisfactorily 
corroborate the power of the Seton, 
a remedy not quite new,* but hith- 
erto apparently little used in these 
difficult circumstances. It appears 
to be & mode of treatment much 
simpler and safer than either tying 
the supplying vessels, or extirpating 
the tumor, and I hope will, on fur- 
ther trial, be found not less effica- 
cious in removing the disease. In 
the following case, the right lobe of 
the gland was much the most en- 
larged, aud was operated on the 
first ; when the enlargement of this 
was removed, the other was after- 


*See Medico-Chirurg. Trans. Vol. 10, 
page 16. 
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wards successfully attacked by the 
same remedy, after an ineffectual 
trial of iodine had been continued 
for some time. ‘The operation by 
seton is easily performed, and at- 
tended with little pain, and there 
was no hemorrhage in this case that 
would lead me to apprehend any- 
thing unpleasant from it in others ; 
but other cases may certainly differ 
in this respect. In the first opera- 
tion on the enlarged lobe, there was 
scarcely any, and in the second, on 
the smaller lobe, there was after- 
wards for a short time, some bloody 
but chiefly venous oozing, which 
did not subsequently return, and 
was probably rather useful than in- 
jurious. The length of time dur- 
ing which the seton should remain, 
will be regulated by the circumstan- 
ces of the case. In this case it was 
thought proper to keep up the sup- 
purative process till the bulk of the 
tumor was gone, and to expedite 
this, a second tape was passed, af- 
ter some time, diagonally across the 
first, with good effect. When the 
tumor was nearly removed, the se- 
ton was withdrawn, and the diminu- 
tion proceeded till only a small 
hard nucleus, about the size of a 
filbert, was left, productive of no 
deformity or inconvenience. A 
single seton used for a short time 
only, afterwards sufficed for the left 
less enlarged lobe. The case was 
seen during the treatment by my 
brother James Windsor, surgeon, 
of Liverpool, and by Dr. Kay, and 
frequently by my assistants. 

1829, Ist Mo. January 29th.— 
Was desired to visit Bramhall, aged 
21, affected with a large Broncho- 
cele, chiefly occupying the right 
lobe of the gland, the left lobe be- 
ing also slightly enlarged. The 
right lobe was very prominent, and 
measured 14 inches in circunfe- 
rence, 73 inches from the right side 
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to the left, and 5! inches from the 
upper to the lower surface. 

The respirations were 20 in a 
minute, and appeared very labori- 
ous, being of a wheezing or croak- 
ing kind, especially if she underwent 
any exertion, as in walking up and 
down stairs. Pulse 72. ‘Tongue 
moderately clean. Bowels rather 
confined. Catameniaregular. Gene- 
ral health tolerable. 

The swelling commenced when 
she was about 12 years of age; and, 
notwithstanding the use of various 
means to restrain it, by a practition- 
er lately deceased, it had gradually 
attained the magnitude described. 

Purgative medicine was ordered; 
and the tincture of Iodine was pre- 
scribed to be taken in doses of fif- 
teen to twenty drops, twice a day. 
A blister was applied over the tumor, 
which was afterwards dressed with 
an ointment of the hydriodate of 
potash, in which a drachm of the 
salt was united to each ounce of 
adeps. 

6th Mo. 2d.—The tumor having 
remained nearly stationary for the 
last three months, though the iodine 
has been used perseveringly and 
regularly, both internally and exter- 
nally, and though it does not occa- 
sion at present more inconvenience 
or disturbance of her general health, 
than have been experienced of late, 
yet she has been desirous of some- 
thing if possible more effective be- 
ing tried. I therefore passed 
through it to-day by means of a long 
needle and some narrow thick tape, 
besmeared with cerat resinz, a seton 
obliquely from left to right, and 
from below upwards. A quantity, 
perhaps two or three ounces at 
least, of a thin darkish fluid resem- 
bling much the tincture of iodine in 
appearance, but insipid and of a 
rather fetid odor, issued, accoampa- 
nied with little if any blood. She 
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suffered scarcely any pain from the 
operation, but from her fear of it 
the carotids pulsated violently, and 
she experienced a severe headach 
during the night, and during some 
part of the following day, when the 
tumor by measurement was reduced 
about half an inch in each direction. 

4th.—Has had but little pain in 
the tumor, since the introduction of 
the seton: there has been a dis- 
charge from it of the same reddish 
brown fluid, especially at the time 
of dressing it, and moving the tape. 
The tumor is soft, and the integu- 
ment over it exhibits only a very 
faint blush. Pulse natural. Bow- 
als regular. ‘Tongue pretty clean. 
Appetite moderate. 

10th.—Since last report has been 
very well. Pulse pretty natural. 
Tongue clean. Bowels regular. 
Tumor not painful, but sore on 
‘eoponged it discharges still freely, 

y the lower orifice, a reddish brown 

liquid. By measurement to-day 
the tumor was in circumference 12 
inches, from side to side six inches, 
and from the upper to the lower 
portion, four inches. 

15th.—The part is dressed daily ; 
the discharge from it for the last 
few days has become more of a 
thick reddish pus, than the thin 
brown red fluid it was before. On 
some days it is very little ; to-day, 
by moderate pressure, two or three 
ounces of very fetid pus issued, 
showing that the tumor, which is 
now very tender, is undergoing a 
suppurative process. General health 
tolerable. 

21st.—On the 19th, and again 
to-day, but not on the intervening 
day, a considerable quantity, two or 
three ounces eachtime, of fetid and 
reddish pus, mixed with bloody 
coagula, came out ; a hard nucleus 
about the size of a walnut can be 
felt on the right side ; the rest of the 
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tumor is very soft, especially after 
each time of expressing the matter. 
Pulse rather quiet, about 100. 
Appetite indifferent, but feels in 
other respects tolerably well. 

26th.—About four ounces of red- 
dish yellow, and not so fetid pus, 
issued from the tumor to-day, with 
a few solid coagula. 

7th Mo. 7th.—Little discharge 
since last report till to-day, and now 
less than before. The tumor in- 
creases a little between the times of 
discharge, but is on the whole con- 
tracting. Her pulse rather quick, 
but she walks out and feels tolerably 
well. 

Tumor now 8} inches in circum- 
ference, 4! from side to side, and 
33 from above to below. 

30th.—Tumor rather diminish- 


ing. It has discharged more the 
last few days. Her general health 
tolerable. 


8th Mo. 16th.—In order to ex- 
pedite the cure, a week since an- 
other tape was passed through the 
tumor. It has been very sore since 
that time, and there is a moderate 
discharge from it. Its 
ulk has not diminished much lately. 
Her general health rather delicate, 
but does not complain much, ex- 
cept occasionally of pain of her 
head and of the back of the neck. 
9th Mo. 10th.—Tumor is very 
small now. Her general health 
tolerable. 
12th Mo. 15th.—Each lobe of 
thyroid is now about the size of a 
walnut, but that on the right side 
(where seton has been used) is 
much harder, though now a little 
less than that on the left. 
1830—4th Mo. 27th.—The tu- 
mor of right lobe being reduced to 
a very small hard nucleus, the seton 
was withdrawn about a month since. 
From that time the tumor of the 
left lobe has been diligently rubbed 
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with an iodine liniment ; but no re- 
duction of it having been obtained, 
a seton has been passed through it 
also. 

A quantity of dark-colored fluid, 
similar to what came from the other 
lobe, flowed out,immediately reduc- 
ing the tumor, which was about the 
size of a hen’s egg or rather larger, 
and some, but not much bleeding 
followed. 

5th Mo. 7th.—In two or three 
days after passing the seton, during 
which time a bloody oozing conti- 
nued, the swelling attended with 
soreness and redness returned, and 
it is at present of about its former 
size, but more solid, with some 
pain and stiffness about the back of 
the head and neck: but little con- 
stitutional excitement. 

ith Mo. 1st.—The tumor being 
nearly gone, the seton was with- 
drawn. 

A small nucleus, about the size 
of a walnut, remains on the left side, 
and one about the size of a hazel 
nut only, on the right side. Scarce- 
ly any prominence of the neck ap- 
pears, and no inconvenience is ex- 

erienced. 

8th Mo. 12th.—Continues well, 
no prominence of the neck appa- 
rent, and on examination a very 
small indurated nucleus only can be 
felt. 

London Med. and Surg. Jour. 


REMARKS ON PUERPERAL FEVER. * 
By Cuarues Severn, M.D. 


AN idea is prevalent among medical 
practitioners, that the only diffe- 
rence between the acute and suba- 
cute disease, or the typhoid and 
the inflammatory, is, that one occurs 


* From the Medical Gazette. 
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in women, whose constitutional 
powers are greater, whose circula- 
tion is more active and energetic, 
and who are of a more inflammato- 
ry diathesis, than those who labor 
under the typhoid form ; that they 
are not two diseases, but identically 
the same, modified only by the 
constitution of the patient, by her 
age, her previous modes of living, 
and all those causes which may ren- 
der the circulation more or less 
vigorous and energetic. To this 
hypothesis there are, I think, insu- 
perable objections ; the acute form 
affects not unfrequently the weak 
and exhausted ; and the strong and 
previously healthy constitution of 
the parturient female does not secure 
her from falling a victim to the ty- 
phoid variety of this fatal malady ; 
nor in the latter case will the anti- 
phlogistic plan of treatment, nor 
the firmest credence of its inflam- 
matory nature, prove @ saving faith 
with respect to our patients. The 
diagnosis is. in most instances, 
though not easy, yet by po means 
impossible ; the former or acute 
inflammation of the uterus and 
contiguous structures, Is generally 
sporadic ; the latter (to which, 
perhaps, the term puerperal fever 
should be confined) generally occurs 
successively to a number of lying-in 
women, and is not traceable to 
cold, to exertion, or other causes, 
as metritis very frequently is. 
There are many symptoms common 
to both, and few peculiar to either, 
yet in most instances, and probably 
in all, a careful attention to the 
origin of the disease, and the suc- 
cession of its symptoms, will prove 
a sufficiently accurate guide to di- 
rect us in the appropriate modes of 
treatment. The acute inflammatory 
puerperal fever, inflammation of the 
uterus, its peritoneal investment 
and contiguous structures, I have 
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seen arise from cold, from over ex- 
ertion early after delivery, and in 
some instances apparently from 
mental causes ; while the low form 
of puerperal fever, is probably the 
result of contagion, or the recep- 
tion of some morbific agent, which 
evidently produces a disposition to 
putrescency, a dissolved state of 
the blood, and a general ramollisse- 
ment of the uterus, the spleen, 
liver,.and kidneys. 

In the second number of your 
valuable journal, which succeeded 
the paper I submitted to your read- 
ers, there appeared a communica- 
tion decidedly corroborative of the 
accuracy of those distinctions 
which I had endeavored to point 
out. 

M. Sanson, of the Hotel Dieu, 
there states that he had ‘‘ treated 
several cases in the present year of 
uterine phlebitis, and that it proved 
fatal under every plan of treatment, 
and assigns as a cause of the dis- 
ease the sudden changes of the 
weather as to temperature and_hu- 
midity.”” With this opinion I can- 
not concur, having witnessed puer- 
peral diseases in their worst and 
most fatal form in the warmest and 
dryest seasons, as well as in the 
wettest of our autumns and win- 
ters. 

‘¢M. Sanson states, that two 
cases of metritis were cured by the 
adoption of the antiphlogistic mode 
of treatment; but he says that 
bleeding, whether local or general, 
though employed at an early period, 
has proved unsuccessful, and the 
antiphlogistic plan has been found 
in numerous instances to hasten 
rather than retard the fatal result ; 
nor did mercurial frictions, laxa- 
lives, nor vesications, prove in the 
least degree more beneficial. M. 
Sanson has employed emetic tartar 
in inflammations of the veins follow- 
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ing surgical operations, and ob- 
serves that future experiments must 
show whether this or any other re- 
medy, is capable of neutralizing 
the effect of the contagion of puer- 
peral fever.” 

It is a curious fact, that pregnant 
and parturient females are perhaps 
exclusively the only individuals sus- 
ceptible of the disease excited by 
this contagion ; but I have lately 
heard a case related by a friend 
which, if correct, would seem to 
show that it is capable of being re- 
ceived into the system independent 
of pregnancy or parturition. An 
observant practitioner, with whom 
I was conversing on the subject, 
detailed the case of an elderly fe- 
male, who had never been preg- 
nant, and who was under his care 
for stricture of the rectum ata pe- 
riod when ‘puerperal fever was ex- 
tending its ravages. She resided 
under the same roof with a woman 
who at the time labored under the 
low form of puerperal fever. She 
was seized with shiverings, pains in 
the hypogastric region ; the abdo- 
men became tumefied and tympa- 
nitic ; her pulse small, frequent, and 
irregular, with the characteristic 
prostration of strength and distur- 
bance of the sensorium, and he 
considers her death to have been 
occasioned by the contagion of 
puerperal fever. 

It is difficult to explain the reason 
why women, whose uterine system 
is in a state of development, should 
be almost, if not entirely, the sole 
victims of this disease ; nor does 
our present knowledge of the laws 
of contagion enable us to discover 
why this, or any other miasma, 
should affect one part of the bod 
while all the others, althoug 
equally exposed to it, are exempt 
from itsinfluence. Thus influenza, 


an epidemic which has been so 
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prevalent lately, affects first the mu- 
cous lining of the larynx, pharynx, 
and nares; cynanche parotidea, 
the glandular system ; and the con- 
tagion of Egyptian ophthalmia ex- 
cites inflammation only in the eyes. 

The consideration that typhoid 
puerperal fever is influenced so lit- 
tle by any remedial measure at 
— known, is humiliating ; and 

cannot help believing that the 
mistaken pathology respecting its 
danger being commensurate with, 
and dependent on the degree of 
inflammation, has tended greatly to 
retard the discovery of other and 
more successful modes of treatment 
than have yet been devised. 

I should not expect benefit from 
the use of tartarized antimony, as 
suggested by M. Sanson: it would 
excite vomiting ; and the agitation 
and pressure of the abdominal mus- 
cles would probably increase the 
symptoms ; for the like reason, the 
spiritus terebinthine may be consi- 
dered a very doubtful remedy ; it 
has failed in the practice of some of 
the ablest of the profession, and I 
have never beaut from any of my 
medical friends, a single case cor- 
roborative of the sanguine state- 
ments of Dr. Brenan. With re- 
spect to active depletion, by bleed- 
ing, whether local or general, I 
would suggest whether we are not 
by it counteracting the efforts of 
nature, and whether the febrile 
symptoms may not be a salutary 
means of enabling the system to 
throw off that which would inevita- 
bly prove destructive to life, and if 
this be at all correct, if we diminish 
power and exhaust the patient by 
copious bleeding, all that remains 
for us, is to watch her certain pro- 
gress to the grave. 

The early and free employment 
of mercury appears to promise more 
than any other remedy hitherto 
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suggested, and mercurial frictions 
to the thighs and abdomen, with 
the internal use of calomel in large 
doses, repeated at short intervals, 
should be had recourse to, so as to 
affect the mouth as speedily as 
possible. 

I am fully aware that there is 
little novelty in the suggestions I 
have ventured to make, as to the 


nature and treatment of the varieties. 


of puerperal fever, nor can I pro- 

ose any remedy by which it may 
be successfully combated, with a 
degree of certainty ; yet there are 
practitioners who are still much 
influenced by great names, and who 
swear by Gordon, Hey, and Arm- 
strong, that their creed is infallible ; 
blind to the fallacies of their theory, 
when their patients die, after having 
been subjected to the antiphlogistic 
treatment in its fullest extent, they 
attribute the fatal result (like their 
learned predecessor, Dr. Sangrado,) 
to their not having lost a sufficient 
quantity of blood, nor swallowed 
enough warm water! An accurate 
and just theory of the nature of a 
disease, is likely to lead to a suc- 
cessful plan of treatment, and as 
this is one which destroys human 
life at its most valuable and inter- 
esting period, I shall be content if 
this paper possesses only the nega- 
tive merit, populum falsis dedocere 
vocibus. 
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DR. PEIXOTTO’S ADDRESS. 


Tue social condition of the Faculty 
in New England has for many years 
been such as to afford unmixed 
pleasure to every friend of medical 
improvement and social tranquillity. 
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In other parts of the country such 
has not always been the case. Many 
of our brethren at a distance have 
suffered under the effects of party 
spirit aod its attendant evils ; but we 
are extremely gratified to find, by the 
Address delivered at the last annual 
meeting of the New York Medical 
Society, by their presiding officer, 
that the storm which disturbed the 
faculty in that State, has at length 
subsided. 

During the past year, [the learned 
President remarks,] the proceedings 
of the Society have been conducted 
with a degree of harmony which 
promises, if not interrupted, to pro- 
duce the most favorable results.* * * 
The most opposite interests have 
been reconciled, and the most bitter 
prejudices sacrificed, in the common 
cause of elevating and vindicating 
the character of the medical profes- 
sion. *** Occasional disturbances of 
harmony, and personal recrimination, 
have created an apathy in the more 
peaceable portion of the profession ; 
but with the removal of the cause, it 
is to be hoped that the estrange- 
ment willcease. [And every liberal 
mind must have responded to his 
ejaculation,] Let us learn from past 
inflictions, to avoid future danger, 


After some further observations 
on this subject, Dr. Peixotto draws a 
brief sketch of the history of Me- 
dical Science in the State of New 
York, from the period of the first 
settlement of the province, when, 
and for a century after, the state 
of the profession there was deplora- 
ble in the extreme, up to the present 
day, when it exhibits a striking and 
most comfortable contrast. The 
following picture, drawn by the faith- 
ful hand of a public spirited and in- 
genuous writer, about the middle of 
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the last century, will give the reader 
an idea of the rapidity with which 
the improvement alluded to has been 
accomplished. 

“There is no city inthe world, not 
larger than New York, (containing 
then about ten thousand inhabitants) 
that abounds with so many doctors. 
They could boast of more than forty 
gentlemen of the faculty; the great- 
est part of whom were mere pre- 
tenders to a profession of which they 
were entirely ignorant ; and convinc- 
ing proofs of their incapacity were 
exeinplified in their iniquitous prac- 
tices. The advertisements they 
published proved them ignorant of 
the very names of their drugs: ig- 
norant as boys in the lowest class in 
a reading school of even the little art 
of spelling.” ‘* How few of the pro- 
fession,” it is added, **can even 
support a conversation upon the most 
common subjects of physic, without 
betraying their natural stupidity and 
ignorance. Yet so strangely absurd 
is our conduct, that the meanest 
quack among them insinuates him- 
self into a subsistence. How many 
of the lives of the good people of 
this city must annually fall a sacrifice 
to those pests of society!” 


Either from the above plain state- 
ment or a general conviction of its 
truth, the profession and the public 
seemed at once to awake to a lively 
sense of the evils resulting from this 
condition of medical science. It 
was about the time the above por- 
trait was taken, that the first law in 
that State regulating the practice of 
physic and surgery, was enacted ; and, 
to this, in a great measure, is at- 
tributed that impulse which has 
been so vigorously kept up by the 
distinguished men who have since 
graced the profession in that flourish- 
ing commonwealth. It was about 
the same period that the first dissec- 
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tion of the human body known to 
have been practised in the then colo- 
nies, was made in the city of New 
York, by Drs. Bard and Middleton, 
on the body of one Harmanus Car- 
roll,a criminal ; and justtwenty years 
afier, that is in 1770, the degree of 
Doctor of Medicine was conferred on 
Robert Tucker—being the first me- 
dical honor of the kind ever confer- 
red in America. A single degree 
was also conferred the year follow- 
ing, and since then the rapidity with 
which the number has increased 
from year to year, is quite as great 
as the most sanguine could have 
reasonably anticipated. 

The advantages resulting from the 
‘* State Society ” are pointed out by 
Dr. P., and the experience of all parts 
of the country, where such associations 
have been established, will confirm 
his views of their influence in raising 
the standard of medical education, 
and protecting the public against the 
impositions of quackery. They 
tend, also, by bringing together and 
creating personal friendships among 
physicians,—whose business does not 
generally, like that of the lawyer 
or the merchant, bring them into 
frequent contact with each other, — 
to prevent discord on points of eti- 
quette and police ; to introduce into 
the minds of all, liberal and benevo- 
lent feelings, and inspire confidence 
in the purity of the motive, where, 
without such associations, slight and 
unavoidable interferences might be 
regarded as intentional and treasured 
up inanger, ‘The excellence of the 
code of medical ethics, framed by 
the New York Society, has been 
tested at home and eulogized abroad. 
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In Great Britain and in France it 
has received the notice and the ap- 
probation of the faculty ; and by ad- 
herence to its letter and spirit, by 
zeal in the cause of science, self- 
respect, and mutual forbearance, the 
members of the Society cannot fail 
to advance rapidly in learning and 
usefulness, in public esteem and in- 
dividual prosperity. By such means 
they can best silence the voice of 
hostility which has been raised against 
them in the Legislature of the State, 
and remove the ground, be it the 
true one or pretended, on which the 
accusation referred to was based. 
This part of his subject is treated by 
Dr. P. with great calmness, and his 
reasoning appears to us to be sound, 
although we have not sufficient 
knowledge of the details of the affair 
to justify any judgment on the merits 
of the whole case. 

The address before us concludes 
with some very judicious remarks on 
the best means of improving the con- 
dition of the medical profession, 
The subject is not of a local nature, 
but interesting to us all, and may 
therefore well occupy afew moments 
of the reader’s time, and much, we 
hope, of his future reflections and 
efforts. 

The first means recommended is, 
the encouragement of medical asso- 
ciations. The general advantages of 
these, established on the usual plan, 
we have already adverted to; but 
would ask attention to the proposal 
of Dr. P. for the establishment 
of Societies which shall be de- 
voted to “THE RELIEF OF THE OR- 
PHANS AND WIDOWS OF DECEASED 
PROFESSIONAL MEMBERS.” This isa 
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subject on which we have reflected 
long and deliberately, and spoken 
often, The propriety, the necessity 
in fact, of such associations, cannot 
fora moment be doubted, and ad- 
dressing themselves as they do to the 
tenderest and dearest feelings of every 
member of the faculty, we cannot 
doubt that they would receive the 
hearty codperation and support of 
the profession, were the first step 
but taken. ‘In all the learned pro- 
fessions,” says Dr. P. “so particu- 
larly in our own, it frequently occurs 
that the niost enterprizing individuals, 
when fully engaged in a career of 
usefulness and high promise, will be 
suddenly cut off wy the unsparing 
scythe of the destroyer, and their 
families deprived of all support and 
comforts. A liberal and magnani- 
mous profession should step forward 
to their relief, and enable them to 
escape the extremes of penury and 
want.” 

Ip various parts of Europe such 
charitable associations have been long 
in operation, and relieved many a 
bereaved family of wants which but 
for them must have added to their 
weight of sorrow. The successful 
efforts of Dr. Alison, the able and 
philanthropic successor of Dr. Gre- 
gory, and the son of that eminent di- 
vine who delighted us all in our ear- 
lier years, by his beautiful essay on 
taste,—the successful exertions of 
Dr. A. to establish within a few 
years an institution of this kind in 
Edinburgh, have come under the 
notice and excited the interest and 
best wishes of most of us. How 
much more deeply should we engage 
in the promotion of a similar charity 
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among ourselves. There is nothing 
in the nature of our political or so- 
cial relations, nothing in the peculiar 
state of the profession in this coun- 
try, which should damp our ardor in 
the accomplishment of such an ob- 
ject. In the short period of our 
own service in a single district of the 
public dispensary in this city, it fell 
to our lot to attend, in behalf of that 
excellent charity, two ladies, whose 
deceased parents had been highly 
respectable members of our profes- 
sion. It need not be told with what 
feelings we listened to their histories, 
sympathized with them in their indi- 
gence, and offered the aid of that 
science, to which, in early life, they 
had looked forward, not only for re- 
licf from the sufferings of disease, 
but also for security against those of 
poverty. 

The second means proposed for 
elevating our professional character, 
is the publication of medical reports, 
by all institutions endowed or patro- 
nized by the State. The measure 
is one which must approve itself to 
all. The benefits of hospital prac- 
tice which are now confined to the 
few who can be eye witnesses of it, 
may be extended over the whole 
community ; and the withholding of 
such publications, if indeed it be not 
injustice to the public who support 
the institutions, is surely shutting up 
from the faculty much light which 
would facilitate them greatly io their 
professional course. 

The support of a medical journal 
is the third measure pointed ou. by 
Dr. P. 


It is in reference to the honor of 
the profession at large [says he] that 
I would urge the claims of a journal, 
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provided it be conducted with ability 
and discretion, indulge in no persou- 
alities, embark in no local questions 
unconnected with the true interests 
of science, and in short, be inde- 
pendent and useful, Such a work 
would defy opposition. 

In the fourth place he advises at- 
tempts to suppress quackery, not so 
much by severe legislative acts, the 
very severity of which is apt to pre- 
vent their enforcement, as by inform- 
ing the public mind on subjects con- 
nected with health and disease. As 
the best way of doing this, he ad- 
vises the appointment of committees 
by medical societies, who should, 
“in imitation of that exceilent in- 
stitution, ‘The Society for the 
Diffusion of Useful Kuowledge,’ ” 
prepare and put into general circula- 
tion, light pamphlets on the subjects 
alluded to. 

Fifth—the requisitions for a di- 
ploma. These, our author thinks, 
should be increased. He insists very 
justly on the great importance of a 
thorough classical education, as a 
groundwork for the medical student, 
and regrets, as must every one who 
thinks for himself or feels for his 
neighbor, that there are among us so 
many pupils and even ‘ full-fledged 
physicians, whose knowledge of the 
rales of orthography are ofien in an 
inverse ratio to their medical success.” 

The manifest necessity of good 
libraries, and, lastly, the equally im- 
portant possession of public virtue, 
are illustrated in the close of this 
address, which is written with much 
ability and contains much interesting 
information that our 


limits will 


not alluw us even to allude to in this 
Notice. 
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RIGOROUS EXECUTION OF QUAR- 
ANTINE LAWS. 


We learn that an attempt has been 
made to evade the quarantive laws 
of this port, but the Board of Alder- 
men being seasonably apprized of the 
movement, by the vigilance of the 
resident physician, measures were 
promptly adopted to prevent the 
success of the expedient.—As the 
cholera appears to have very much 
subsided in the north of Europe, it 
is probable some relaxation in the 
present mode of quarantine will 
shortly be allowed. 

The Capt. of the brig Gertrude, 
from Denmark, now below, states 
that a vessel from Cronstadt arrived 
at Copenhagen laden with wheat. 
She rode the legal quarantine,aud hav- 
ing received her certificate, went up 
to Copenhagen. On investigation it 
was discovered that she had on 
board one hundred pounds of hemp 
also, which was known to the Capt. 
but not reported by him. In conse- 
quence he was arrested, tried for the 
offence, condemned, and sentenced 
to be shot. By the influence of his 
numerous friends, this punishment 
was afterwards commuted to eight 
years imprisonment and hard labor. 


PROPOSED EXPERIMENT 


By which the Controversy regarding 
the possibility of the Importation of 
the Cholera Morbus by Merchandize 
may be finally decided.—The cele- 
brated Chervin, long known to the 
medical and mercantile world as an 
ardent and sagacious investigator of 
the mode of propagation of the yel- 
low fever, has just addressed a long 
and able letter to the French minis- 
ter of the interior, wherein he pro- 
poses the institution of a great and 
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final experiment by which the prob- 
lem of the alleged transmission of 
the exciting cause of cholera in mer- 
chandize of various kinds may be 
satisfactorily determined. He sug- 
gests that a spot should be chosen in 
one of the least populous districts of 
the north-west of France, and that 
a swift-sailing steam vessel should be 
procured to carry thither from the 
Baltic a cargo of the foul linen, gar- 
ments, beds, &c., just taken from the 
dead and dying of the existing pesti- 
lence ;s—that from 60 to 100 volun- 
teers of different ages and tempera- 
ments, and habits, (of whom he de- 
mands to be the first) be there clad 
in these clothes, lodged in the beds, 
and in every manner exposed to the 
supposed fomites of the contagion. 
He thus conceives that this great 
mercantile and sanatory question may 
be completely solved. If the hun- 
dred individuals thus situated escape 
unharmed, restrictions are nugatory, 
and are prejudicial to one of the first 
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interests of nations. If, on the other 
hand, the disease explode amongst 
the experimentalists, uncertainty will 
be at an end, precautions must be 
redoubled, and the philanthropic 
merchant will learn to submit with 
resignation to the restrictions impos- 
ed on commerce for the safety of his 
fellow men. 

The editor of the London Lancet 
remarks on this apparently conclusive 
mode of settling the question, that 
“if every individual of such a colo- 
ny were to escape the disease, there 
are yet ample reasons for preventing 
any government from foregoing the 
most rigid precautions, with the di- 
rect purpose of excluding the disease 
from the country under their care.” 


Whole number of deaths in Boston for the 
week ending October 7, 31. Males, 16—Fe- 
males, 15. 

Of teething, 1—croup, 3—old age, 1—un- 
known, 9—scarlet fever, 4—consumption, 5— 
canker, 1—dysentery, 2—lung fever, 1—drop- 
sy on the brain, 1—intemperance, 1. 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 


LECTURES ON THE DISEASES OF THE EYE. 

A course of Lectures on the Diseases of the Eye, will be delivered at the Rooms of the 
Massachusetts Charitable Eye and Ear Infirmary, to commence on Wednesday, the ninth of 
November, and continue twice a week, on Wednesday and Saturday. 

The demonstration of the anatomy of the organ will be much aided by improved wax models 


just received by the Institution from Italy. 


The Pathology of the Eye will be explained by illustrations from the cases which attend the 


Infirmary. 


The Lectures will be delivered in the afternoon, at half past three o’clock, which will afford 


opportunity to Medical Students to attend. 
October 9, 1831. 


*,* The Lectures are delivered for the benefit of the Infirmary. 


EUROPEAN LEECHES. 


JOHN JEFFRIES. 
Oct. 18. 


JARVIS & PEIRSON, have just received a prime lot of large European Leeches. They 
were selected at Gottenburg, with great care, by aperson well acquainted with the business,— 


and will be applied, without additional expense, in any part of the city. 


188 Washington Street. 


Oct. 11. 


FRESH MEDICINES AND LEECHES. 
CHARLES WHITE, No. 269 Washington, corner of Winter Street, has received, by the 


late arrivals from Europe, a fresh supply of Medicines and Leeches. 3t 


Oct. 11. 
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